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“Lord, forgive what is mistaken
..and bless what is true.”

Alfred Edersheim (1825-1889)



LIFE IS A TEST

Sooner or later every person wrestles with life’s existential
questions: Why am I here? What is the purpose of my existence? What
comes after death? These are not abstract curiosities but matters that
touch every soul. The Bible answers them clearly, though many never
hear what it has to say. This book is written to help you discover
those answers—and it can, but only if you are open to hearing.

Life is not random, nor the product of blind chance moving us
through a chaotic world without meaning. Scripture teaches that our
years are appointed by God and entrusted for a definite purpose. Time
itself is revealed as a proving ground—a place where the allegiance
of our heart is revealed. This revelation gives life meaning in a world
where many are adrift without it.

The Bible explains that our lives are lived in two coexisting
realms. One is the visible world of space and time, measured by clocks
and events. The other is the spiritual world that both surrounds and
indwells us, extending our being beyond time. As the apostle Paul
wrote, “The things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen
areeternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). The Bible also teaches that choices we
make in this life will determine who we will be in eternity.

At the heart of this test is love. The central question of life is
not one of intellect, wealth, or accomplishment, but of whom and
what we choose to love. God created mankind with the capacity to
love Him. Because love can never be coerced, each person must freely
decide where his affection rests. Will he affirm his love for God with
heart, soul, and mind? Or will he turn away to love only the passing
things of this world? Jesus made this choice paramount when He said,

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).
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Eternity is real, so every choice we make in this life carries
weight far beyond the present moment. Our earthly life is a fleeting
span, culminating in death. Yet physical death is not the end, but the
doorway to what follows. The writer of Hebrews reminds us, “It is
appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Life
in this world is therefore preparation—an all-too-brief opportunity
to show our allegiance to God and claim the eternal inheritance that
He has promised to those who love Him.

Still, even when we reject Him—such rejection being the Bible’s
very definition of sin—God does not desire to leave us condemned by
our choice. Along with the warnings that sin leads to spiritual death,
He offers the opportunity for trusting His promise of forgiveness and
life. “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). What seems an impossible test when
we fail becomes, through Christ, an invitation—sustained by His
grace and leading us into His presence.

This test of allegiance is not new. From the very beginning,
mankind faced the choice of obedience or rebellion. Adam and Eve
failed that test, introducing sin and separation from God into the
human story. Yet God did not abandon mankind to sin’s power.
Instead, He revealed His love fully in His Son, who gave His life so
that sinners could be restored to fellowship. At the center of God’s
redemptive plan stands the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.
The cross is the supreme revelation of God’s love and the defining test
of our response. “We love Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

In the chapters ahead, we will consider what the Bible teaches
about time, eternity, judgment, and redemption—and how these
truths shape daily life. Along the way, we will see that the God who
tests us is also the God who loves us, providing a pathway that leads

to the eternal reward He has prepared for those who love Him.



THE TEMPORAL WORID

When we wake each morning, time once again takes charge of
our daily life. We glance at the clock, measure the day by scheduled
appointments, and mark our greater progress through seasons and
years. Time shapes the rhythm of our existence, yet Scripture tells us
it is far more than a neutral backdrop to our lives. Time is both gift
and test granted by God—bounded by His will and purposeful for
eternity. To live wisely, we must learn what the Bible says about this
temporal world in which all of our choices are made.

The psalmist prayed, “So teach us to number our days, that we may gain
a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). That prayer sets the foundation for
our understanding of time. Days are numbered, not limitless. Life in
this world is short, fragile, and constantly moving toward its end. The
apostle James echoes this truth: “Forwhat is your life? It is even a vapor that
appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (James 4:14).

We often treat time as though it will stretch endlessly, but
Scripture reminds us that each passing moment is unique and
unrecoverable. The temporal world is marked by beginnings and
endings: sunrise and sunset, youth and old age, birth and death. These
boundaries are not accidents of nature but reminders that time itself
is finite. To live without this perspective is to drift through life as
though it has no purpose; to embrace it is to begin walking toward
the ultimate goal—the acquisition of wisdom.

An old hourglass makes the picture vivid: as sand slips from the
top to the bottom, not one grain can be reclaimed. Our hours and days
flow in the same way. We can waste them, invest them, or redeem
them—but we cannot retrieve them. Time, once spent, is gone forever.

That reality should awaken us to the seriousness of how we live.
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The philosopher Job lamented the brevity of human life with
sobering words: “Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.
He comes forth like a flower and fades away; he flees like a shadow and does not
continue” (Job 14:1-2). Flowers bloom briefly, shadows lengthen and
vanish—such is the nature of our earthly years.

Wise King Solomon reinforced the point: “To everything there is a
season, d time for every purpose under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2). Life unfolds in appointed seasons—childhood,
adulthood, old age—each bringing opportunities and challenges.
None of these seasons lasts forever. They pass in succession, reminding
us that our earthly sojourn is temporary.

The limitation of time is not meant to discourage us, but to
awaken us. Recognizing that time is short helps us live with urgency
and focus. If our days were endless, procrastination would be natural
and daily activities inconsequential. But because life is brief, every day
becomes significant. Time is the arena where the choices of faith, love,
and obedience are made.

Think of Israel wandering in the wilderness. For forty years,
their lives were bound by the passage of days under the desert sun.
Manna fell in the morning, tents were pitched and struck, water was
sought in barren places. To the casual observer, those years may have
seemed wasted. Yet God said otherwise: “The Lord your God led you these
forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your
heart” (Deuteronomy 8:2). What looked like aimless passing of time to
the Israelites was in fact God’s appointed school of faith.

So it is with our days. What seems ordinary—the routines of
work, family, and daily tasks—is of eternal significance. Time is never
wasted if it is lived with God and heaven in view. Scripture reminds
us that the events of time are not ever random. Our years are not
determined by chance, but by the hand of God. Paul proclaimed to
the philosophers in Athens that God “has made from one blood every nation
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of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed
times and the boundaries of their dwellings” (Acts 17:26). Our place in history
and geography is not accidental; it is a deliberate placement in God’s
overall scheme of things, an expression of His will.

David confessed His supernatural intent when he declared, “My
times are in Your hand” (Psalm 31:15). Every moment, every season of life,
every transition from birth to death unfolds beneath God’s watchful
eye. The temporal world is not a closed system, ticking forward like
a clock. It is upheld, governed, and directed by the Creator—whose
dwelling place is unbounded by time. This means that our span of
days is both uniquely personal and with definite purpose.

God has entrusted to each of us a fixed measure of time, known
only to Him, tailored to His plan for our lives. For Moses it was 120
years, for Methuselah 969, for King Josiah of Judah only 39, for the
martyr Stephen perhaps less than forty. Each life, whether long or
short, was held in God’s hand. The recognition of His sovereignty
should lead us to humility, gratitude, obedience, and faith.

Paul urged believers to “redeem the time, because the days are evil”
(Ephesians 5:16). Time slips quickly away, and the world presses
us toward distraction, sin, and unbelief. To redeem time in favor of
righteous living is to treat it as valuable currency—not wasted on
vanity, but spent in ways that honor God.

Here we come to the heart of the matter: time in this world is
not just a gift, it is a proving ground where we can be ourselves for
better or worse. Through it, God shapes character, reveals loyalties,
and offers us countless small moments to demonstrate faith. Time is
not only something we pass through, but a process that defines us.
This makes our earthly days the most valuable resource we possess.

It is important to remember that the temporal world is not the
only reality, but the place where eternal realities are decided. What

we choose in time shapes the place we will occupy in eternity.
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Each day carries eternal weight because it is lived in the
presence of God, under His sovereignty, and within the framework
of His purposes, and that is true whether we realize it or not. Jesus
underscored this truth when He told the parable of the talents.
Servants were entrusted with resources “for a long time” while
their master was away. Their use of those resources, guided by
accountability only to themselves, revealed their hearts and eventually
determined their reward (Matthew 25:14-30). Likewise, our use of
the time with which we have been entrusted is a stewardship that
reveals our loyalty and shapes our eternal outcome.

The temporal world is sovereignly appointed, bounded, and
fleeting, yet profoundly significant. It is a temporary stage on which
the test of life unfolds. Our days are numbered, our strength limited,
and our choices often seem mundane, yet they prove momentous
when understood in the greater reality. To rightly understand time is
to see it as both a gift and a test—an opportunity to love God, obey
His Word, and prepare for the eternity that awaits us after death.

The Bible teaches us that time is a passing existence, but
eternity is where our story finds its home. The temporal world is
where our days are numbered; the spiritual world is where their true

value is revealed. It is to that unseen reality we now turn.



THE SpirituAL WORID

The temporal world is what we see, touch, and measure all
around us. It’'s what we call home. The spiritual world is what lies
beyond the senses. Though invisible, it is no less real. In fact, the Bible
insists that the unseen world is the ultimate reality. We are spiritual
beings, temporarily housed in flesh and blood.

From the very beginning, Scripture presents this truth plainly:
“The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7).
Man’s body came from the earth, but his spirit came directly from
God’s breath. This dual nature—physical and spiritual—defines our
existence. Dust explains our frailty; spirit defines our strength.

The author of Ecclesiastes echoed this when he wrote, “The dust
will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it”
(Ecclesiastes 12:7). The body and spirit are inseparably joined here
in space and time, yet they do not share the same destiny. The body
decays; the spirit endures. That is why the temporal world cannot tell
the whole story of life.

Proverbs reminds us that “The spirit of man is the lamp of the LORD,
searching all the inner depths of his heart” (Proverbs 20:27). Our spirits are
not passive. They are active instruments by which God examines
and enlightens us. Within the unseen realm, motives, loyalties, and
affections are brought into His light. Time may measure our actions,
but spirit discloses the heart behind them.

Jesus underscored the eternal significance of the spirit when He
said, “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear
him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). This

is a sobering reminder that the essence of who we are in this life is not
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destroyed by death. The spirit transcends the limits of flesh. To live in
fear of temporal threats while neglecting eternal realities is to mistake
shadows for substance.

To understand the spiritual world rightly, we must also
understand the nature of God. “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Because He is Spirit, He
can be known only on spiritual terms. External rituals or mechanical
religion may satisfy the natural man, but they cannot bridge the gap.
True worship flows from the human spirit responding to the Spirit of
God in sincerity and truth.

Paul explains this further: “The Spirit Himself bears witness with
our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:16). Here is the great
assurance of believers—that within the unseen world, God’s Spirit
communes directly with ours, confirming identity and belonging.
This witness does not come from arguments or proofs but from the
inner testimony of divine presence.

By contrast, the natural man, left to his senses alone, cannot
comprehend the spiritual world. “The natural man does not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). This is why so
many stumble when asked to believe in what they cannot see. Faith in
the unseen is required, for the realities of the spirit cannot be grasped
by intellect alone.

Yet these realities are not vague promises. Paul assured the
Corinthians: “It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a
natural body, and there is a spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 15:44). Death is
not the end but the great exchange—corruptible for incorruptible,
mortal for immortal, natural for spiritual. The resurrection affirms
that our true selves are designed for eternity, not dust.

In another passage, Paul described the longing this truth

creates: “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a
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building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from
heaven” (2 Corinthians 5:1-2). Our spirits know that this world is only
a temporary home. We groan because we long for permanence—a
dwelling suited to eternity, where the spiritual is fully revealed.

Thislongingis not without anchor, for God Himself isidentified
as “the Father of spirits” (Hebrews 12:9). He is the source of our spiritual
life, the One to whom we will give account. Just as children resemble
their earthly fathers, so our spirits reflect our heavenly Father’s image.
To deny our spiritual nature is to deny our true parentage.

It is for this reason that Paul urged believers to “set your mind on
things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2). The world of sight
clamors for attention with its pleasures, fears, and ambitions. Yet the
unseen world—eternal, unshakable, and radiant with God’s glory—is
where our destiny lies. To invest solely in temporal concerns is like
building a house on sand. To live with eternity in view is to build on
the solid rock of Christ.

Moreover, recognizing our spiritual nature changes how we
view others. If every person is an eternal being, then the way we speak,
act, and love carries eternal consequence. We do not merely interact
with temporary shells of dust; we encounter spirits made in God’s
image, each with a destiny. Such awareness dignifies even the smallest
act of kindness and warns us against the cruelty of indifference.

And, even our sufferings take on a new perspective when
seen through the lens of the unseen. The apostle Paul, who suffered
greatly for the Gospel of Jesus, declared, “Our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”
(2 Corinthians 4:17). What weighs heavily on us now is not
meaningless. Every tear, every trial, is shaping us for glory beyond
measure. Without the perspective of the spiritual world, suffering

crushes; with faith, it purifies and prepares.
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The psalmist Asaph, a Levite musician and seer appointed by
King David to lead worship in the tabernacle, likewise drew strength
from this reality when he wrote, “Whom have I in heaven but You? And there
is none upon earth that I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart fail; but God
is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” (Psalm 73:25-26). Here is
the testimony of one who knew both the decay of the temporal and
the endurance of the spiritual. The heart may falter, but the spirit
anchored in God endures eternally.

Living with this awareness reshapes our priorities. Careers,
possessions, and ambitions are fleeting, but the cultivation of the
spirit endures. Prayer, obedience, and love may seem small in the eyes
of the world, yet in the unseen realm they echo into eternity. Jesus
reminded His followers, “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys” (Matthew 6:20). To walk by faith is to
invest in what cannot be taken away, preparing not only for life here
but for the life to come.

All these Scriptures together paint a unified picture: man is
spirit, clothed temporarily in dust—what modern science assures us
is stardust—Iliving for a time in the temporal world but destined for
eternity. To live only for what can be seen is to squander identity. To
live in awareness of the spiritual world is to step into the reality for
which we were created.

Clocks and calendars measure our days, but it is the unseen
world that gives those days meaning. The spirit is the true self, and
God, the Father of spirits, calls us to live in light of that truth. To heed
that call is wisdom; to ignore it is folly. For one day, the temporal
will fade, but the eternal will remain, and every soul will discover that
the unseen was always the greater reality. Yet walking with feet in
time and hearts in eternity is not without struggle. Fortunately, the

Scriptures show us how to keep our balance.
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LivING IN BotH WORIDs

Every person exists in two worlds at once: the temporal and
the spiritual. Our feet walk the path of life on earth, but our hearts
are always joined to eternity. Each day we rise into a world of people,
places, and work, yet at the same time we are immersed in the unseen
world where our spirit communes with God and our destiny is
shaped. Every decision made in one world is echoed in the other.

Because these two worlds coexist in our lives, we need a reliable
guide. God has provided it in His Word. The Bible is not just history or
moral instruction; it is the light that shows us how to live faithfully in
both worlds. David declared, “Yourword is alamp tomy feet and a light to my
path” (Psalm 119:105). A lamp is no luxury when walking through the
night—it is essential for staying on the pathway. Likewise, without
God’s Word we would stumble in darkness, unable to navigate the
intersection of time and eternity.

The Scriptures not only illuminate the path but also expose the
dangers that threaten our walk. They uncover the snares of sin and
the enticements of the world that would otherwise remain hidden.
Hebrews reminds us, “The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword ... and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). In other words, the Bible does not simply
give us external rules; its words penetrate to the very core of who
we are, revealing motives, cutting through pretense, and aligning us
with God's truth. To live in both worlds without Scripture is to sail
without compass or anchor.

Jesus illustrated this truth in the parable of the sower. He said,
“Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside;
and the birds came and devoured them. Some fell on stony places, where they did
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not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of
earth. Butwhen the sunwasup they were scorched, and because they had no root they
withered away. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked
them. But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty” (Matthew 13:3-8). The seed represents the Word of
God, and the soil is the human heart. How we receive and respond to
that Word reveals which world rules us—the fleeting world of sight
or the enduring world of spirit.

Jesus’” explanation of the parable shows the dangers we face
in our dual existence. Some hear the Word but fail to understand,
and the enemy snatches it away before it takes root. Others receive it
with joy but fall away when trials come because they lack depth. Still
others allow the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches to
choke out the Word. Only those who hear, understand, and endure
will bear lasting fruit. This parable makes clear that the unseen battle
of the spirit is fought in the soil of our hearts. Our responses in the
visible world—how we handle trouble, how we face temptation, how
we pursue success—reveal the true condition of the invisible soul.

Temptation is the constant pressure point between the two
worlds. It promises satisfaction here and now but blinds us to eternal
consequence. James wrote, “Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by
his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death” (James 1:14-15). The path
of temptation always begins with a look toward the temporal—what
seems pleasurable, advantageous, or easy—but ends in thoughts and
actions that expose our weakness and, if left unchecked, usually lead
to spiritual separation from God.

Temptation often disguises itself in ordinary moments. It
whispers through ambition, urging us to sacrifice integrity for
advancement. It lurks in desires, offering shortcuts to happiness that

bypass God’s will. It shows up in discouragement, tempting us to
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despair instead of trust. Living in both worlds means recognizing
that behind these daily choices lies an unseen struggle for the soul. As
Paul reminded the Ephesians, “We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).

How then do we resist? Scripture tells us that temptation is
common to all, but that God is faithful to protect us. Paul assured
the Corinthians, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common
to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may
be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Resistance is not accomplished
in our own power but in reliance on God’s Spirit and God’s Word.
When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, He resisted by answering
every enticement of Satan with, “Itis written” (Matthew 4:4,7,10). The
Word of God is our sword and shield, and the Spirit of God is the
source of our strength. Working together within us, they anchor us
so that the pull of eternity overcomes the lure of the moment.

The reward for walking the path of righteousness is certain,
though it is not always immediately understood. Scripture repeatedly
points us beyond the temporal cost to the eternal gain. Jesus said,
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10). To his faithful followers He
promised, “Well done, good and faithful servant... Enter into the joy of your
lord” (Matthew 25:21). These are not mere words of comfort; they
are guarantees from the Lord of eternity. To live with integrity and
faithfulness in this world may bring hardship, misunderstanding, or
even persecution, but it also brings the commendation of God.

Paul captured this contrast beautifully when he wrote, “For
our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to
His glorious body” (Philippians 3:20-21). Though our feet walk earthly
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paths, our most important citizenship belongs to another world. We
live as pilgrims, looking for a city with foundations whose builder
and maker is God. This is why faith cannot be reduced to a Sunday
ritual or a private conviction; it is the daily expression of heavenly
citizenship in earthly life.

Living in both worlds is not accidental; it is the purposeful
design of God. The temporal world tests our loyalties, exposes our
weaknesses, and provides opportunities to grow in faith. The spiritual
world assures us that what is sown in obedience here will be reaped
in glory there. Choices made in time echo in eternity. Every word
spoken, every act of kindness, every temptation resisted, every step
of obedience—these are seeds planted in good soil that will bear fruit
beyond the limits of time.

Clocks and calendars measure our days, but Scripture reminds
us that time itself is a sacred trust from God. If we are to live faithfully
in both worlds, we must learn to use our fleeting moments wisely,
for together they are the proving ground of eternal destiny. The next
chapter will show how God calls us to redeem the time entrusted to

us, using it to reflect His glory.
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REDEEMING THE TIME

Time is a most precious resource, for once spent it cannot be
reclaimed. Wealth can be lost and regained. Strength may fade but
can return with rest. Friendships may be restored. But time, once
gone, never comes back. Every tick of the clock is a gift entrusted
to us by God, and every moment carries eternal weight. That is why
Scripture calls us to steward our days with wisdom and urgency.

Moses expressed this prayer with piercing clarity: “So teach us
to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). In
that verse, to number our days is not merely to count them. It is to
recognize their value, to measure them against eternity, and to use
them for purposes that matter. A wise heart looks at life not as an
endless horizon but as a brief pilgrimage. Numbering our days keeps
us from presumption and fills us with urgency and purpose.

Ecclesiastes reminds us of the purposeful order in which time
unfolds: “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1). God has woven our lives with rhythms of joy and
sorrow, beginnings and endings. Redeeming the time means asking,
“What has God appointed for me in this season?” and then embracing
the answer with diligence and enthusiasm.

Israel’s life was patterned around time itself. Sabbaths, new
moons, appointed feasts, and jubilee years were all reminders that
time belonged to God. Every seventh day they stopped their labor,
every seventh year they rested the land, and every fiftieth year they
reset debts and restored inheritance. In all these rhythms, God was
teaching His people that time is not to be consumed selfishly but
honored as sacred. To misuse time was to rebel against the One who

gave it. To redeem time was to align with His covenant order.
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Proverbs warns us against presumption: “Do not boast about
tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1).
Many waste the present assuming there will always be more time—
time to repent, time to serve, time to obey. But tomorrow is not
promised. Redeeming the time means doing today what God has
placed before us, refusing to delay obedience.

Isaiah echoes the urgency: “Seck the LORD while He may be found,
call upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). The window of grace is
open now. Redeeming the time means seeking Him today—not after
career, retirement, or other milestones.

Micah shows us what that looks like: “He has shown you, O man,
what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). Justice, mercy,
humility—these are not abstract ideals but daily practices. Time
redeemed is time lived in integrity, compassion, and humility.

The apostle Paul sharpened this truth: “See then that you walk
circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16). Time is contested ground. The world,
the flesh, and the devil all seek to waste it. Redeeming the time is
reclaiming it for God’s purposes. To the Colossians he added: “Walk
in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time” (Colossians 4:5).
Every conversation, every encounter, is an opportunity to reflect
Christ. A moment of patience, a kind word, an act of compassion—
none are wasted. They are eternal investments.

James brings us back to the fragility and brevity of life: “For what
is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away”
(James 4:14). Life is short in duration, unpredictable, and its days
are fleeting. Redeeming the time begins with humility before God,
recognizing that every breath is by His mercy. Eternity hangs in the
balance of how we use the present moment. To delay is to fritter away

the one resource we cannot recover.
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Jesus gave the final word on priorities: “But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things”
(Matthew 6:33-34). Redeeming the time is not frantic busyness. It
is not squeezing more hours into the day or exhausting ourselves in
endless activity. It is ordering life so that God’s kingdom comes first.
When we make Him first, all else falls into place.

With less than three years of public ministry, Jesus lived each
day in perfect obedience to His Father. He rose early to pray, paused
to bless children others overlooked, and never rushed past those in
need. He could say at the end, “I have finished the work which You have
given Me to do” (John 17:4). Redeeming the time does not mean doing
everything, but doing faithfully those things God has assigned.

David redeemed his time by pouring himself into worship,
psalms, and service to God’s people. Though he failed, his heart was
set toward God, and his days bore lasting fruit. Saul, by contrast,
squandered his time by grasping for control and ignoring God’s word.
Both had the same gift of years, but only one used them for eternity.

Paul’s story is even more striking. Before Christ, he misused
his time persecuting the church. After encountering Jesus, he poured
every breath into proclaiming Him. He could have lived in regret, but
instead wrote, “I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). Redeemed time is not about a flawless
past but a faithful present.

Jesus also told the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30).
Two servants invested what was given to them and were rewarded.
One buried his and was condemned. The lesson is clear: time and
opportunity must be put to use for God’s glory. To hide them is to
waste them:; to invest them is to redeem them.

So how do we live this out in our daily life? It begins in quiet

moments, when we choose to open God’s Word rather than turn
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aside to distractions. Time devoted to reading and meditating on
Scripture connects the heart with eternity, while hours lost to vanity
cannot be regained. Prayer, too, redeems time, for in prayer we trade
anxiety for peace and confusion for guidance.

Redeeming the time also shapes our personal relationships.
Every interaction is an opportunity to invest in people rather than
things. These wise investments may appear small in the world’s eyes,
but in God’s economy they are treasures. It also transforms our work.
Whether building, teaching, or preparing meals, every task can be
offered to God as worship. Paul said, “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as
to the Lord and not to men” (Colossians 3:23). When we see our labor as
service to Christ, even the ordinary becomes holy.

And, finally, we must live each day with the expectation of
more God-given time, yet with the humility of knowing that each day
could be our last. The psalmist prayed, “Lord, make me to know my end, and
what is the measure of my days, that I may know how frail  am” (Psalm 39:4),
and that should be our prayer as well. Redeemed time views today as
sacred, tomorrow as uncertain, and eternity as sure.

How then do we live this out in real time? Scripture gives a clear
answer. We love. Jesus said that all the law and the prophets hang
on the two great commandments—to love God with all our heart,
soul, and mind, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Time redeemed
finds its fullest meaning when it is spent in showing love. That is why
the next chapter turns to the greatest commandment of all: we are

commanded to love.
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COMMANDED 10 LOVE

Love is not optional in biblical faith. It is the very heartbeat
of God’s covenant with His people and the defining mark of those
who belong to Him. When Jesus was asked to identify the greatest
commandment, He did not hesitate. He drew from the Torah, from
words every Jewish child learned to recite morning and evening: “You
shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5).

To love God is the foundation of faith. From that foundation
flows love for others, and finally a healthy understanding of how
to love ourselves as children of God. This progression—first loving
God, then loving others, and finally loving ourselves rightly—guards
against two distortions: self-centered sentimentality on one side and
detached religiosity on the other. True love brings balance. And to
grasp it, we must begin where Scripture begins: with the command to
love God with the whole of our being.

The Shema—the “Hear, O Israel ...” in Deuteronomy 6:5—is more
than a verse; it is a declaration of allegiance. Israel was surrounded by
nations who worshiped many gods, but God commanded His people
to focus their hearts and minds on Him alone. Love, in this sense, is
not simply emotion. It is devotion expressed in obedience, loyalty,
and trust. To love God with all our heart is to direct our innermost
affections toward Him. To love Him with all our soul is to anchor our
very identity in Him. To love Him with all our strength is to order our
actions, resources, and energy under His will.

Jesus reaffirmed this truth when questioned by a Pharisee
about the greatest commandment: “You shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great
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commandment” (Matthew 22:37-38). Notice that He added “mind” to
the requirements. Loving God requires not only passion and will, but
also thought. We love Him when we bring every part of our being—
affections, identity, energy, and intellect—under His lordship. Yet
the ability to love God does not originate within us. It begins with
Him. “We love Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). God’s love is
not a reaction to our worthiness but the initiating force that awakens
love in us. He loved us while we were still sinners. The more we
comprehend the depth of His love, the more our hearts respond with
gratitude, devotion, and obedience.

But Jesus did not stop with the Shema. He immediately
added a second commandment: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”
(Matthew 22:39). Then He declared, “On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:40). In other words, everything
God has spoken through the Scriptures can be summed up in these
two imperatives: love God, love others. This was not new. Centuries
carlier, the Torah had already commanded: “You shall not take vengeance,
nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:18). God was always
shaping Israel into a community of love, a people whose treatment of
one another reflected His own character.

When Jesus called it the “second” commandment, He was not
demoting it. He was showing that love of neighbor grows directly out
of love of God. If we truly love God, we cannot despise those who bear
His image. As John put it bluntly, “He who does not love his brother whom he
has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?” (1 John 4:20). To claim
devotion to God while mistreating others is hypocrisy. Jesus gave this
principle a new depth when He spoke to His disciples on the night
before His crucifixion: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). In
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that simple commandment, the standard was raised. It is not enough
to love others as we love ourselves: we are called to love them as Christ
loved us—sacrificially, selflessly, persistently.

Paul echoed this when he wrote to the Romans: “The
commandments...are all summed up in this saying, namely, You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:9-10). The Ten Commandments
prohibit murder, adultery, theft, and covetousness. But if love guides
our hearts, we will not even be tempted to harm others. Love fulfills
the law not by abolishing it but by embodying its intent.

At first glance, the idea of loving ourselves can seem at odds
with the humility the Bible commends. We are warned against pride
and selfishness. Yet when Jesus commands us to love our neighbor “as
ourselves,” He assumes that a proper form of self-love already exists.
The problem is not that Scripture forbids it, but that sin distorts it
into pride. The key lies in learning to see ourselves as God sees us.

The psalmist marveled: “For You formed my inward parts; You covered
me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made” (Psalm 139:13-14). Healthy self-love begins with the recognition
that we are God’s workmanship. We are not accidents of biology
but deliberate creations of divine wisdom. Every life carries dignity
because it comes from the hand of the Creator.

Paul applied this truth in a very practical way: “For no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.
For we are members of His body” (Ephesians 5:29-30). Just as Christ cares
for His people, so we are to care for ourselves. That includes caring for
our bodies, our minds, and our souls. Self-neglect dishonors the One
who made us and redeemed us. Proper self-care, however, reflects
gratitude and stewardship.

Even more, self-love rests in our identity as children of God.
“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be
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called children of God!” (1 John 3:1). To belong to God as children is
the highest privilege attainable in this life. It grounds our worth
not in achievements or possessions but in His love. When we know
ourselves as His beloved, we can love ourselves without arrogance
and love others without jealousy.

This balance also reflects the love that is inherent to the
Trinity. The Father loves the Son, the Son loves the Father, and the
Spirit communicates that love to us. Out of the overflow of divine
love, creation itself was made. Out of the overflow of divine love,
redemption was accomplished. Out of the overflow of divine love,
the Spirit now dwells within us. When we participate in love, we
participate in the very life of God. This is why Paul could write to the
Corinthians that love is the supreme virtue: “And now abide faith, hope,
love, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13).

The commands to love God, neighbor, and self are not abstract
ideals; they are daily choices. Tolove God means beginning each day in
prayer, seeking His will, and aligning our actions with His Word. To
love our neighbor means treating others with kindness, forgiveness,
and generosity—whether family, friend, stranger, or even enemy. To
love ourselves means living with the dignity of those who belong to
God, neither despising ourselves nor exalting ourselves, but walking
humbly as His children.

The path to godly love is not easy. Love requires sacrifice. It
demands patience. It calls us to put aside pride and preference. Yet
the reward is immeasurable. When we love God, we experience His
presence. When we love others, we reflect His character. When
we love ourselves rightly, we rest secure in His care. In the end, the
command to love is not a burden but a gift. It draws us into the very
life of God and transforms every relationship we have. To love is to

live as we were created to live.
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THE GIFT OF FREE WL

The Bible is essentially an instruction manual revealed by God
to govern the thoughts and actions of the human beings He created
in His image. All that a person needs to know in order to be pleasing
to God in this lifetime, and eventually to be one with Him in eternity,
is provided in its pages. On our journey through life, the words of
Scripture can nourish and sustain our soul in much the same way that
food, water, and air nourish and sustain our physical body. All we
have to do is believe and obey what it says to receive its blessings. Yet
to believe or disbelieve, to obey or rebel, requires the power of choice.
That power—granted uniquely to mankind—is the gift of free will.

The opening chapters of Genesis describe how God and the
first human, Adam, walked together in mutual love. He was created
for that very purpose: to love God and to be loved by Him. In Eden,
there was no need for a written Bible, for Adam possessed only an
innate knowledge of good on which to act. His mind was untainted
by disobedience or rebellion, enabling him to fellowship directly
with God, speaking face to face with the Creator without fear of
annihilation in the presence of His omnipotence.

But Adam was not created as a mere automaton. God knew that
love cannot be coerced. Therefore, the first human was endowed with
free will so that his love for God would be voluntary and thus genuine.
To test that love, God placed in the center of the garden the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, with the command not to eat of it:
“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely
die” (Genesis 2:16-17). Adam could enjoy life in the presence of God so

long as his will remained aligned with God’s will. But the moment he
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chose rebellion, the gift of free will became the genesis of separation
from God’s loving presence.

Centuries later, Moses would echo this truth to the people
of Israel as they prepared to enter the Promised Land. He placed
before them a choice: “I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live”
(Deuteronomy 30:19). In Eden, the choice was represented by a tree.
In Israel’s history, it was represented by covenant obedience. In both,
the principle was the same: God grants the ability to choose, and the
consequences follow, depending on the choices made.

The Genesis account reveals how the Serpent (Satan, the
deceiver) tempted Adam and Eve to reject God’s word. God had
promised death, but the adversary contradicted Him: “You will not
surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). The deception
consisted of a single inserted word “not.” By turning God’s warning
into denial, Satan sowed suspicion about God’s character and
questioned His authority.

The choice placed before Adam was stark: to trust God’s word
and safeguard his acceptance by God, or to believe the adversary’s
lie, which would lead to separation and spiritual death. When Adam
chose the latter, free will—intended as the vehicle of voluntary love—
became the cause of separation from God’s loving presence. As Paul
later explained, “Through one man sin entered the world, and death through
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). From
that moment forward, mankind’s free will remained intact, but now
it was exercised under the shadow of sin and estrangement.

Yet even in this tragic outcome, God’s purpose remained. He
allowed mankind to retain the gift of free will, not as a curse, but
as a sacred trust. Joshua understood this when he stood before the

assembled tribes at Shechem and challenged them: “Choose for yourselves
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this day whom you will serve ... but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”
(Joshua 24:15). Choice defines destiny.

The prophets carried the same message. Isaiah declared: “If
you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse
and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword” (Isaiah 1:19-20). Obedience
or rebellion, blessing or destruction—the outcome depends on how
one uses the free will entrusted to them by God. Ecclesiastes reminds
us that “God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing,
whether good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:14). Every choice matters, and
every decision is eventually weighed in the final judgment.

The New Testament builds upon this foundation, showing how
the exercise of free will intersects with the offer of forgiveness of the
sin of rebellion and the reward of eternal salvation. John’s Gospel
records the great promise: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). Belief is not coerced; it is invited. Christ’s sacrifice is
sufficient for all, but only those who choose to believe receive eternal
life. The same God who once set before Adam a tree and before Israel
a covenant has now set before the world His Son. Thus, the decisive
act of free will in this age is to accept or reject Jesus Christ.

At the same time, Scripture insists that free will operates under
God’s will. Paul reminded us that every person becomes a servant to
the master he chooses: “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves
slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey—whether of sin leading
to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?” (Romans 6:16). We may
think ourselves free, but our choices inevitably align us with either
righteousness or sin. There is no neutral ground. Paul pressed the
point: “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap” (Galatians 6:7). Free will is real, but so are its
consequences. Sow disobedience, and the harvest is corruption. Sow

obedience, and the harvest is oneness with God.
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It is important to know that God never forces His will into a
life. Instead, he simply makes his promises available. Christ himself
pictured His approach as a gentle invitation: “Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and
dine with him, and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). The door of the heart
has only one handle, and it is on the inside. The Savior calls, but each
person must decide to open or to leave Him outside. Yet even here
grace plays a role: God’s Spirit convicts, His Word persuades, and His
mercy enables faith. Though He never coerces, He also never leaves us
without help to believe. His Spirit convicts, His Word persuades, and
His mercy enables faith..

It is vital to understand that free will is not eternal. It is a gift
confined to the years between birth and death. The writer of Hebrews
confirmed that free will is limited to this world when he wrote: “It
is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).
Beyond the grave, choices are sealed. The verdict of a lifetime’s
decisions follows the soul into eternity. That is why Scripture urges
urgency: “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation”
(2 Corinthians 6:2). The span of earthly life is the only arena in which
free will may be exercised.

Free will, then, is both a gift and a test. In the beginning, it
was given to make genuine love possible. In the end, though free will
makes love possible, it does not make love begin. If love had been left
to mankind, it would never have started at all. The Bible insists that
the story of love does not begin with man reaching upward, but with
God reaching downward. And so, understanding the gift and test of
free will, we now turn to the deeper truth: God loved us first.
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Gob Lovep Us FIRST

The most profound truth about our relationship with God is
this: before we ever lifted our eyes to seek Him, He had already set His
love upon us. The apostle John summed it up in a single sentence: “We
love Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). That short verse captures
the essence of the gospel and the heartbeat of our faith. Our ability
to love God freely, described in the previous chapter, rests upon this
deeper foundation—His prior love for us. Without it, our freedom
would have no anchor, and our choice would have no object worthy
of our devotion.

The Bible begins with love in action. Before the first human ever
drew breath, God fashioned a world perfectly prepared to sustain life.
Light, sky, seas, land, plants, sun, moon, and stars—all were in place
before Adam drew his first breath and opened his eyes. The earth was
no barren wasteland but a home already furnished for humanity. This
is divine love expressed in creation: the careful provision of all things
necessary before the beloved appeared.

Genesis tells us, “The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being”
(Genesis 2:7). That breath was no accident; it was a personal gift of
God, imparted with intimate care. In the language of Scripture, breath
and spirit are one and the same, and by breathing into Adam, God
imparted life in His image. Adam did not request it—he did not exist
to ask. God bestowed the essence of life as pure gift. This is love at its
most fundamental: initiating, creative, and freely given.

Even Eden itself bore witness to this love. The garden was
planted, not merely as a place of testing, but as a place of delight.
Scripture says God made “every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and
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good for food” (Genesis 2:9). Beauty and nourishment were combined
for Adam’s enjoyment. God’s first relationship with humanity was
not defined by command but by communion, not by law but by love
and fellowship shared in the cool of the day. As history unfolded,
human rebellion brought separation from God’s loving presence, yet
even then His love took the initiative. When humanity had gone far
astray, God reached down to call Abram (later renamed Abraham).
His covenant promise to bless Abraham and make him a blessing to
all nations was not earned; it was bestowed.

Later, when Israel became a nation, God reminded them that
His love came first: “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you
because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least
of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the
oath which He swore to your fathers” (Deuteronomy 7:7-8). Israel was not
chosen for greatness, but loved into greatness. Their covenant identity
flowed from God’s decision to love, not from their ability to obey.

Through the prophets of Israel, God’s prior love was declared
again and again. Hosea portrayed God as the faithful husband who
continues to love His unfaithful wife. Jeremiah delivered this divine
message to Israel: “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with
lovingkindness I have drawn you” (Jeremiah 31:3). Everlasting love means
just that: love that existed before Israel’s response and endured even
when they failed.

The fullest expression of God’s initiative in love is found in the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). Notice the order in that oft-quoted verse—God loved,
God gave, then mankind is invited to believe. Love is the starting
point; the cross is the proof; faith is the response.

Paul pressed this truth further: “But God demonstrates His own love

toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
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When humanity was least deserving, Christ’s sacrifice was offered.
As a result, we do not first have to repent to receive His love; His
love was displayed precisely while we were most unworthy. This
demolishes any notion that salvation originates with man’s initiative.
The first move always belongs to God. Paul also emphasized that this
love was not a late decision but part of God’s eternal plan. He wrote
that God “chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:4). Before the
creation of the universe, before Eden, before Adam sinned, God had
already purposed to love and offer redemption to mankind.

The reality that God’s eternal love is universal was affirmed by
the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, but that confirmation did
not stop at the cross. It continues in the life of every believer through
the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Paul explains: “For you
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:15-16). And, in the
natural course of events, adoption is not initiated by the child; it
begins with the parent. In the same way, the Spirit assures us of our
adoptive relationship as children of God.

Jesus Himself foreshadowed what Paul said about adoption
when He declared: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me
draws him” (John 6:44). So, even our turning to Christ is preceded by
God’s love drawing us to Himself. We are free to respond, as shown
in the previous chapter, but the invitation itself comes from His
initiative. Our freedom to choose is made possible by His grace.

How then do we reconcile our free will with the truth of God’s
initiating love? The answer lies in sequence, not in contradiction. Free
will explains our capacity to respond; God’s first love for us explains
our reason to respond. Without His love, free will would be empty

freedom. With His love, free will becomes a sacred opportunity.

_29_



Even the promise of final judgment reveals God’s love for us.
For those who reject Him, the verdict is separation, but for those
who receive Him, the verdict is eternal communion. Either way, the
initiative is His: He offered love first, and our response determines
the outcome. When Israel rebelled, as they repeatedly did, God
never ceased to show His love. The prophet Isaiah testified about the
repeated and enduring love of God for His people, “I have spread out My
hands all day long to a rebellious people” (Isaiah 65:2).

Free will, as we saw in the previous chapter, is both a gift and
a test. Yet it was not meant to be the foundation of our relationship
with God. The real foundation is His prior love for us. Because of it,
free will finds meaning, direction, and purpose. We love Him because
He first loved us. He loved us in creation, preparing the world before
we arrived. He loved us in covenant, choosing Israel not for merit
but to be a blessing to the world. He loved us in Christ, offering the
once-for-all atonement by dying to forgive our sin while we were still
sinners. He loves us in the Spirit, drawing us, adopting us, assuring us
that we belong to Him.

Our relationship with God will forever be asymmetrical:
His love will always precede, sustain, and complete ours. We are
responders, not initiators. Yet in this lies the most profound mystery
of all—that the infinite God of heaven has chosen to love finite, frail,
and sinful human beings—each of us—and to make that love the very
source of our freedom from death.

To know this truth is to see our lives in a new light. Every
choice we make, every act of faith, every whisper of prayer is a reply
to a conversation God began. Our love, however weak or halting, is
real because it is rooted in His love, which is eternal. And nothing in
heaven or on earth can break that bond, for it was forged in the heart
of God before the world began.
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THF CERTAINTY OF DEATH

Death closes the book of time, then judgment opens the scroll of
eternity. Life’s test is serious because final judgment is sure. To ignore
this reality is to drift blindly toward consequences that cannot be
avoided. The Bible speaks plainly: every person must face death, and
after death comes judgment. From the beginning in Genesis to the
end in Revelation, Scripture testifies that this life is temporary, that
sin brings mortality, and that eternity holds only two destinies—life
in God’s presence or separation from Him forever.

The story begins in Eden. After Adam and Eve disobeyed the
command of the Lord, the penalty of death entered human experience.
God declared to Adam, “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust
you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Man was created from the dust, and
to dust he would return. From that day onward, death has marked
every generation. Even the longest lives end the same way—returning
to the earth from which they came. The reality of mortality is not a
random tragedy but the consequence of sin entering the world.

The psalmist observed the brevity of life with sober words: “The
days of our lives are seventy years; and if by reason of strength they are eighty
years, yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly
away” (Psalm 90:10). Even with modern advances in medicine, the
human lifespan remains limited. Seventy or eighty years may seem
long when looking ahead from youth, but in retrospect it is fleeting.
Life’s pursuits are all carried along by the swift current of time, which
eventually returns the body to dust.

King Solomon confirmed this truth: “A time to be born, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted” (Ecclesiastes 3:2). Just
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as birth is appointed, so is death. It is part of the cycle of life under
the sun. People may postpone it with precaution or resist it with
medicine, but they cannot escape it. There is a time to live, and there
is a time to die, and God alone holds both in His hand.

Paul wrote, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Death is not only biological but
also can be spiritual—the severing of fellowship with God because of
sin. It is what humanity earns, the wage deserved for rebellion against
a holy God. Yet Paul does not stop with death. He immediately
declares that God offers a gift—eternal life through Christ. Death is
certain for all, but eternal life is certain for those who believe.

As we have already seen,the writer of Hebrews crystallized the
truth with unmistakable clarity: “And as it is appointed for men to die once,
but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Death is not a revolving door
of endless cycles. It happens once. Reincarnation is not an option;
neither is escape. After death comes judgment. The appointment is
fixed, and none can cancel it. Every soul must appear before God. This
appointment strips life of triviality and fills it with eternal weight.
Choices matter because judgment follows.

Jesus Himself spoke of this judgment and the two destinies that
result. In His parable of the sheep and the goats, He concluded, “And
these [the wicked] will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous
into eternal life” (Matthew 25:46). The contrast could not be sharper:
everlasting punishment or eternal life. The destinies are parallel in
duration, everlasting and eternal, and opposite in nature, punishment
or life. To imagine that all roads eventually lead to heaven is to deny
the plain teaching of Jesus. The path of unbelief in Him ends in
judgment, while the path of faith leads to eternal joy.

Again, Jesus declared, “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming
in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who

have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
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resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:28-29). The resurrection awaits
everyone, but resurrection does not mean the same destiny for all.
Some rise to life, others to condemnation. The dividing line is not
human merit but faith in Him who is the resurrection and the life.

Paul echoed this truth when writing to the Thessalonians about
the judgment awaiting those who reject the gospel of Jesus: “In flaming
fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power”
(2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). To be cut off from the presence of the Lord is
the essence of hell. Being condemned to eternal separation from God’s
favor and fellowship is the ultimate punishment. By contrast, those
who belong to Christ will forever be with Him in heaven, enjoying
His loving presence and His glory.

The apostle John's vision of the final judgment confirms the
reality of these two destinies. He wrote, “And I saw the dead, small and
great, standing before God, and books were opened. ... And anyone not found
written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:12, 15).
Status, wealth, and reputation will mean nothing before the throne
of judgment. The only thing that matters is whether one’s name is
written in the Book of Life. Those who have trusted in Christ are
recorded in that sacred scroll; those who have rejected Him face
eternal separation.

But John’s vision does not end with condemnation. It also
unveils the hope of the redeemed: “And I heard a loud voice from heaven
saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people. .. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away™ (Revelation 21:3-4). Here is the destiny
of those who belong to Christ. Death is abolished, sorrow erased, tears

wiped away, and God Himself dwelling among His people forever.
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These Scriptures leave no room for doubt. Death is inevitable.
That's why Scripture dwells so repeatedly on it, not to cast us into
despair but to awaken us to reality. Just as a physician tells a patient
the seriousness of an illness in order to prescribe a cure, so the Bible
tells the truth about sin and death to direct us to the only cure—]Jesus
Christ. His death on the cross satisfied the penalty of sin, and His
resurrection conquered death itself. He declared, “I am the resurrection
and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever
lives and believes in Me shall never die” (John 11:25-26). For the believer,
death is not the end but the doorway into eternal life.

Therefore, let each heart reckon honestly with the reality of
death, knowing that no one is promised tomorrow. Each breath is a
gift of grace. When the final breath comes, the book of time will close
for the dead, and the scroll of eternity will open. The question will not
be whether judgment comes, for it surely will. The question will be
whether Christ stands in our place as Savior at that judgment.

For believers, the certainty of eventual death should not
paralyze with fear but motivate wise living in the days we are given.
The psalmist prayed, “So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). Such wisdom sees the brevity of life and
prepares the heart for eternity. It transforms daily life into righteous
living, for when eternity is settled, time itself becomes sacred.

Death closes the book of time, and the scroll of eternity begins.
Let no one be deceived into thinking otherwise. The inevitability of
death and the reality of two eternal destinies stand as solemn truths
in Scripture. Yet within these truths is also the greatest hope: Christ
has abolished death’s sting, secured eternal life, and invites all who
hear His voice to come to Him. He alone turns the certainty of death

into the certainty of life everlasting.
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TaE UrTIMATE CHOICE

Life is a test, a journey full of choices. Some are small and
quickly forgotten; others shape the direction of our days and years.
But according to the Bible, there is one choice we make in this life that
towers above all others. It is the ultimate choice that will echo into
eternity after we die.

The writer of Hebrews states it plainly: “It is appointed for men
to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). The first moment
after death will bring us into God’s courtroom. Every aspect of our
earthly life will be entered into evidence, every deed examined, every
motive laid bare before the Judge. And the question we need to ask
before that day is simple: will we be ready when it comes?

The Bible tells us that preparation cannot be postponed until
after death. There are no second chances. It warns us that judgment
is certain, sin is universal, and only one defense will stand before the
throne of God. That defense is not in ourselves, but in Jesus Christ.

Why is judgment necessary? Could not God simply overlook
evil and allow everyone into His eternal presence? Scripture answers
firmly: no. God’s holiness cannot be compromised, and His justice
cannot be ignored. Evil must be dealt with fully and finally, or creation
could never be reconciled to His will.

Paul made this truth clear when he preached in Athens: “Truly,
these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere
to repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of
this to all by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31). Judgment day
is necessary because righteousness demands it. No corruption will

escape His notice, no hidden sin will remain concealed.
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Paul also reminds believers in his letter to the Romans: “We shall
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: ‘As I live, says the
Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then
each of us shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:10-12). Every
knee. Every tongue. Every person will stand before Him. Judgment
day is the appointed moment when God will rid creation of evil and
restore it to harmony with His will.

Acknowledging the necessity of judgment is one thing. Facing
our own need for it is another. Scripture makes it painfully clear:
none of us can stand guiltless on that day. Paul writes in Romans,
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). There are
no exceptions. The most respectable person in society and the most
hardened criminal share the same problem: sin.

The prophet Isaiah put it even more starkly: “We are all like an
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6).
Notice that he does not say our wicked deeds are like filthy rags, but
our righteous ones as well. Even the best of what we do is stained
by sin and falls short of God’s perfect standard. That truth strips
away every illusion. We cannot accurately judge ourselves, resting
our defense on the notion that our good will outweigh our bad. God’s
holiness allows for no sin, and by that measure, we all fall short.

This is why judgment must also be personal. It is not merely
humanity in general that stands guilty; it is you and me. We cannot
rid ourselves of sin. Left to ourselves, we would face God’s justice
with no defense, guilty and condemned. Despair without hope would
be the reasonable response. But the Bible proclaims good news: God
has provided a defense for us. That defense is His Son, Jesus Christ,
who himself made the claim that shatters all other claims to salvation:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me” (John 14:6). Notice the exclusivity. He is not one of many ways to
be reconciled with God. He is the only way.
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The apostle Peter echoed this in Acts: “Nor is there salvation in any
other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12). Salvation is not found in religion, in philosophy,
in moral effort, or in good deeds. It is found in Christ alone. John’s
Gospel makes the choice plain: “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not
condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:16-18).

Ephesians clarifies how this salvation is received: “By grace you
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not
of works, lest anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Salvation is a gift.
We cannot earn it, we can only receive it by faith. Paul assures us of
its power: “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him” (Romans 5:8-9). Here is
the heart of the gospel: our defense in God’s courtroom is not our
works, but Christ’s work on the cross. When we place our faith in His
crucifixion and resurrection, we are included in His righteousness,
and our sin is forgiven by His sacrifice.

What, then, is the outcome? Scripture describes two verdicts, as
clear and final as any judge’s sentence. For the believer, Jesus declares:
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from
death into life” (John 5:24). The believer does not escape judgment by
avoiding the courtroom; he is acquitted because his case has already
been settled by his belief in Christ.

Jesus also described the final separation in Matthew 25. When
the Son of Man comes in His glory, He will divide the nations as a

shepherd divides sheep from goats. To the sheep—those who belong
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to Him—He will say: “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). But to
the goats—those who have rejected Him—He will say: “Depart from
Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels”
(Matthew 25:41).

The book of Revelation gives the sobering picture of the great
white throne: “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for
them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were
judged according to their works, by the things [their earthly thoughts and deeds]
which were written in the books. ... And anyone not found written in the Book of
Lifewas cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:11-15). The verdict is final.
Eternal life or eternal separation. Heaven or hell. There is no middle
ground, no appeal, no second chance after death.

The necessity of judgment, the reality of sin, the provision of
Christ, and the final verdict all converge to force one question: what
will you choose? Judgment is certain. We stand guilty as charged.
Christ alone is our appointed defense when we appear before God’s
bench, and the verdict He secures for us is eternal. There are only
two possible outcomes: everlasting life through Christ, or everlasting
separation without Him.

The urgency to make the right choice could not be greater.
Scripture presses the decision upon us: “Choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:15). Not tomorrow, not someday, but
today. The ultimate choice is before you. Will you trust in your own
works, which cannot save because you are mortal, or will you trust in
the finished work of Christ, who is immortal? Will you stand guilty
on judgment day, or acquitted by the righteousness of Jesus? The final
verdict is yet to come. God has provided His salvation. The invitation

to everlasting life is open. The choice is yours.
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WAILKING IN THE SPIRIT

Jesus promised His disciples that after His return to the Father,
He would send the Holy Spirit to be their Helper, Comforter, and
Guide. This was not merely a temporary provision, but signified
the lasting presence of God abiding within His people. The Spirit’s
work in the life of the believer is both evidence and assurance that
salvation through Christ is real. Without Him, Christian life would
be powerless and uncertain. With Him, it is fruitful, secure, and
directed toward eternity.

At the supper in the upper room on the night before His
crucifixion, Jesus told His disciples, “I will pray the Father, and He will
give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth
.. He dwells with you and will be in you” (John 14:16-17). With those words
He gave a promise that set Christianity apart from every other faith.
Believers are not left to follow God at a distance, striving to please
Him by their own effort. Instead, the Spirit takes up residence within
them to establish continuous fellowship with Him.

At the moment a person accepts Jesus Christ as Savior, the
Holy Spirit comes to dwell in him permanently. This indwelling is
not a later experience reserved for a few but the immediate birthright
of every believer in Christ. The Spirit’s presence is not temporary but
permanent—He abides forever. The very fact that the Spirit dwells
within is itself proof of salvation, for as Paul later wrote, “If anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His” (Romans 8:9).

Jesus continued His teaching that same evening: “But the Helper,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you” (John 14:26).
Here the Spirit is portrayed as Teacher. He illuminates the truth of
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Scripture, guiding believers into deeper understanding. More than
intellectual grasp, He makes God’s Word living and active, applying
it to heart and conscience. He also recalls Christ’s words at the right
moment—whether to resist temptation, to encourage faith, or to
offer counsel. The Spirit thus assures believers that they are not left
to interpret life’s trials or God’s Word on their own. He is present to
teach, remind, and anchor them in the truth.

In another statement recorded by John, Jesus explained: “When
He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment”
(John 16:8). Conviction of sin is not meant to destroy but to draw
the sinner to repentance. Believers know this inner work well. Before
coming to Christ, the Spirit awakens the conscience, revealing sin and
the need for forgiveness. After conversion, He continues to expose sin
in the believer’s life—not as condemnation, but as loving correction.
Alongside conviction comes confirmation of Christ’s righteousness,
assuring the believer that salvation rests not on their performance
but on Jesus’ finished work. This twofold ministry—conviction and
confirmation—provides clear evidence of the Spirit’s presence.

Jesus also declared that “when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will
guide you into all truth ... He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and
declare it to you” (John 16:13-14). This guidance is not vague intuition
but Spirit-led direction into God’s revealed truth. The Spirit ensures
that the believer’s life increasingly centers on Christ. His role is to
glorify Jesus—never Himself. Thus, when a believer grows in love for
Christ, in understanding His Word, and in orienting life around Him,
itisevidence of the Spirit’s work. This Christ-centered focus separates
authentic spiritual experience from mere human enthusiasm.

Before His ascension, Jesus promised His disciples, “You shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses
toMe... to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The Spirit’s power is not only for

private benefit but also for public witness. He gives courage to speak
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of Christ, wisdom to answer questions about the Bible and God, and
strength to endure persecution. History bears witness: ordinary men
and women, filled with the Spirit, turned the world upside down.
Even today, when believers testify of Christ with conviction and
boldness, it is the Spirit at work. This outward evidence complements
the inward assurance of salvation.

Paul deepened this picture when he wrote, “Now hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:5). This describes the subjective
assurance of salvation. Believers know God loves them not only
because Scripture declares it, but because the Spirit impresses it
upon their hearts day by day. The Spirit pours out God’s love in a way
that transforms fear into confidence and despair into hope. This inner
witness enables believers to face suffering with assurance that God
has not abandoned them.

A few chapters later, Paul returned to this theme: “For as many
as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God ... The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:14-16). Here
the Spirit is pictured as the confirmer of sonship. Just as an adopted
child might need assurance of belonging, believers need assurance
that they are truly God’s children. The Spirit provides this, creating in
them the cry, “Abba, Father.” This filial confidence is not self-generated
but Spirit-inspired. To know God as Father and to feel secure in that
relationship is one of the clearest evidences of salvation.

Paul described how the Spirit equips believers for service
within the church, the body of Christ: “There are diversities of gifts, but the
same Spirit .. the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of
all” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7). The Spirit bestows different gifts—some
more public, like teaching or leading, and others quieter, like helping,
showing mercy, or interceding in prayer. But all come from the same

Spirit, and all testify to His presence working through believers.
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The apostle Paul also gave one of the most memorable lists in
Scripture when he described the fruit of the Spirit: “The fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control” (Galatians 5:22-23). Unlike spiritual gifts, which vary from
person to person, the fruit of the Spirit is meant to manifest itself in
every believer’s life.

Finally, Paul assured us that our salvation is sealed and
guaranteed by the Spirit: “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession” (Ephesians 1:13-14).

These passages taken together paint a comprehensive portrait
of the Spirit’s work in the lives of believers. His indwelling ensures
God’s presence. His teaching illuminates truth. His convicting and
confirming maintain holiness. His guidance centers the believer’s life
on Christ. His empowering advances the gospel. His pouring out of
God’s love assures hope. His witness confirms adoption. His gifts
equip for service. His fruit transforms character. And His sealing
anchors our eternal destiny.

Jesus’ promise of the Spirit was not an afterthought, leaving
believers to guess whether their faith is genuine. Instead, the Spirit
daily bears witness—in heart, in character, in community, and in
mission—that salvation is real. He confirms the efficacy of belief in
Christ’s atoning work and seals the believer for eternity. And this
assurance begins when the Spirit comes to dwell within a new believer
at the moment of faith in Jesus. To live by the Spirit, then, is to live
with confidence. Assurance of salvation does not rest on feelings but
on the unchanging testimony of the Holy Spirit. Salvation by faith in

Jesus is not only promised but its eternal reality is made sure.
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REFINED INTO GOLD

Being saved by belief in Christ does not mean a believer will
be immune from trials, testing, or even tribulation in this life. On
the contrary, Scripture teaches that God often uses challenges as
a refining fire, shaping His children into the likeness of Christ.
Salvation brings eternal security, but it also ushers believers into a
process of sanctification—a process in which faith is tested, character
is formed, and devotion is purified. Just as gold must pass through fire
to be made pure, so must the soul of the believer be refined until it
shines with the beauty of Christ.

Job, a man well acquainted with suffering, declared this truth
in the midst of his trial: “But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested
me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). Job had lost family, health, and
possessions, yet he clung to the conviction that God was not destroying
him but purifying him. The fire of affliction would not consume him;
it would refine him. His words echo across the centuries to remind
every believer that trials are not meaningless. They are God’s means
of producing endurance, maturity, and ultimately glory.

The psalmist echoed the same reality, speaking of God’s people
collectively: “For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as silver is
refined. You brought us into the net; You laid affliction on our backs. You have
caused mento ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; but You
brought us out torich fulfillment” (Psalm 66:10-12). Notice the progression.
God Himself tests and refines, allowing aftliction and hardship. Yet
the end of the process is not destruction but “rich fulfillment.” What at
the time feels like loss becomes the path to greater blessing. Trials are
not a detour from God’s plan but the very road He has chosen to lead

His children into maturity.
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Proverbs makes the comparison plain: “The refining pot is for silver
and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests the hearts” (Proverbs 17:3). Just
as a refiner uses heat to separate impurities from precious metal, so
the Lord tests hearts to reveal and remove the impurity that does not
belong. Testing shows what is genuine and what is false. It exposes
pride, unbelief, or misplaced trust so that these impurities may be
skimmed away. A heart tested by God emerges stronger, purer, and
more wholly devoted to Him.

Isaiah, writing to a nation that had strayed from God, recorded
the Lord’s words: “Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested
you in the furnace of affliction” (Isaiah 48:10). Affliction is not random
misfortune; it is God’s chosen means of purification. The heat of
difficulty presses the believer closer to God and burns away self-
reliance. In affliction, God’s people learn that their strength lies not in
themselves but in Him. Trials thus become evidence of God’s fatherly
care, for He loves His children too much to leave them impure.

Zechariah gave another prophetic picture of this refining
process: “I will bring the one-third through the fire, will refine them as silver
is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and T will
answer them. I will say, This is My people’; and each one will say, ‘The Lord is my
God” (Zechariah 13:9). The fire of testing produces not only purity
but intimacy. Out of the flames arises a people who truly know God
and are known by Him. Refinement deepens the relationship, turning
weak belief into heartfelt confession: “The Lord is my God.” Trials strip
away everything else until what remains is trust in Him alone.

Malachi carried this same image into the promise of the
Messiah’s work: “For He is like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. He
will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer to the Lord an offering in
righteousness” (Malachi 3:2-3). The image is striking: the Lord himself

sits as a refiner, carefully tending the fire, watching until the dross is
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gone and the silver reflects His image. Refinement is personal,
intentional, and purposeful. It results in offerings of righteousness—
lives cleansed for service to God.

Jesus reinforced this truth when He promised a certain reward
over those who endure persecution: “Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when
they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for
My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven”
(Matthew 5:10-12). Trials for the sake of righteousness are not curses
but blessings. They certify that the believer belongs to Christ and
point to eternal reward. Far from being signs of God’s absence, they
are tokens of His providential care.

Paul, writing from the crucible of his own suffering, gave a
theology of tribulation: “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations,
knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character;
and character, hope” (Romans 5:3-4). Tribulation is not pointless pain.
It sets in motion a chain reaction that results in hope. Perseverance
grows in the soil of suffering; character is formed in the pressure of
difficulty; faith blossoms when hope has weathered the storm. What
begins as tribulation ends as hope that does not disappoint, because
it is anchored in God’s love poured out by the Holy Spirit.

Elsewhere Paul, who endured beatings, stoning, shipwrecks,
hunger, thirst, cold, and imprisonment, among other things, called
his afflictions “light” and “momentary” compared to the eternal glory
they produced: “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17).
From the perspective of eternity, trials are not heavy burdens but
tolerable weights, not endless torments but brief moments. Yet their
effect is immense, preparing the believer for glory that far outweighs
the suffering. The scales tip heavily toward eternal reward, making

even the greatest trial worthwhile in light of the glory to come.
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The apostle Peter, who knew both failure and restoration,
wrote with deep conviction: “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a
little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness
of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested
by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ”
(1 Peter 1:6-7). Faith is the treasure God values, and trials prove its
genuineness. Gold refined by fire eventually perishes, but faith refined
by trial endures forever. At the revelation of Christ, tested faith will
result in praise, honor, and glory.

Taken together, these Scriptures draw a consistent picture.
God does not save His people from earthly trial but refines them
through those trials. Testing is not evidence of His neglect but of His
commitment to purify His children. Trials prove faith genuine, remove
impurities, deepen intimacy, and prepare believers for eternal glory.
Every hardship is under His watchful eye, every furnace carefully
tended by His hand.

This perspective changes how believers face suffering. Instead
of despair, or being faced with the temptation not to hold fast to their
faith, they find hope. Instead of fear, they discover courage. Instead of
resentment, they learn gratitude. To be refined by God is to be assured
of His love, for He refines only what He values. Just as a refiner tends
the fire until the metal reflects his face, so God refines His children
until they reflect the image of Christ.

In the end, refining always leads to glory. Job’s confidence
becomes the believer’s testimony: “When He has tested me, I shall come forth
as gold.” This is the promise that undergirds every trial we face because
of our faith in Christ: God is refining, purifying, and perfecting His
people for Himself. The fire may be hot at times, but the Refiner is
faithful. And when the work is complete, the believer will be refined
into gold, shining with the beauty of Christ forever.

_46_



CROWNED IN GLORY

Being saved by Christ secures eternal life, yet the Bible makes
clear that God has promised more than salvation alone. He has
promised additional reward. Redemption rescues us from sin and
death, but it also opens before us the prospect of honor and glory.
Scripture speaks of crowns—symbols of eternal reward—that the
Lord will bestow upon those who have lived faithfully. These crowns
are not wages earned by human effort but gifts of grace given by the
righteous Judge who delights to honor His children.

Paul, writing near the end of his life, described this hope with
great certainty: “I have fought the good fight, T have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all
who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). For Paul, life had been
arace and a battle. He had endured hardships, persecution, and loss,
yet he looked ahead not with despair but with confidence. He knew
that at the finish line, Christ Himself awaited with a crown in hand.

The Bible describes various types of crowns, each emphasizing
a different aspect of the believer’s reward. Paul spoke of receiving a
crown of righteousness, given to those who love Christ’s appearing
(2 Timothy 4:8). This crown belongs to those whose eyes are fixed
on eternity, who look for the return of the Lord with longing hearts.
Peter described the crown of glory, promised when “the Chief Shepherd
appears” (1 Peter 5:4). Originally written to encourage church leaders,
the promise nonetheless extends to all who serve Christ faithfully,
whether their service is seen or unseen by others.

The apostle James spoke of the crown of life waiting for the one

who perseveres under trial (James 1:12), and Jesus Himself repeated
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the promise: “Be faithful until death, and T will give you the crown of life”
(Revelation 2:10). This crown belongs to those who cling to Christ even
in suffering, temptation, or persecution—even when faithfulness costs
them everything. Paul spoke of the imperishable crown, contrasting
it with the fading prizes of athletes: “Everyone who competes for the prize
is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for
animperishable crown” (1 Corinthians 9:25). Earthly athletes win medals
that tarnish and wreaths that wither. The believer’s crown, however,
does not fade. It is eternal, incorruptible, and everlasting.

Though these crowns carry different names, they all point to
one reality: the believer’s eternal honor in the presence of Christ. Each
symbolizes a facet of God’'s approval—righteousness, endurance,
faithful service, glory—and together they testify that nothing done
for the Lord is ever without eternal reward.

Jesus illustrated this in His parable of the talents. A
master entrusted his servants with different amounts, and those
who were faithful with what they had been given received this
commendation: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a
few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord”
(Matthew 25:21). Those words foreshadow the believer’s ultimate
reward. Not earthly applause, not recognition from men, but the
commendation of Christ. To hear the Lord Himself say “Well done”
will be honor enough, yet Jesus promised more—responsibility in His
kingdom and eternal joy in His presence.

The book of Revelation adds another layer to this picture. Jesus
said: “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take
your crown. He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God”
(Revelation 3:11-12). The promise is permanence, stability, and honor.
In the ancient world, pillars were symbols of strength and endurance.
To be made a pillar in God’s temple is to be granted an unshakable

place in His presence forever. Believers will not only receive crowns
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but will themselves become part of the eternal dwelling of God, secure
and steadfast in His glory.

Paul also described believers as heirs, sharing in Christ’s own
inheritance and glory: “If children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together”
(Romans 8:17). To be a child of God means to share in the eternal
inheritance of His kingdom. That inheritance is not measured in
earthly treasures or temporary possessions but in eternal glory. It is
fellowship with Christ, honor with Christ, and dominion with Christ.
We are heirs not of fading riches but of the eternal kingdom of God.

But before the reward comes accountability. Paul wrote: “For
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad”
(2 Corinthians 5:10). This judgment is not to determine salvation,
for that is secured by faith in Christ. Rather, it is the evaluation of
the believer’s lifetime, where every thought and deed is judged for its
true value and rewarded accordingly, perhaps to determine how the
believer will be equipped for service to God in eternity. Paul likened
this judgment to fire: what is gold and silver will endure; what is
wood, hay, or straw will be consumed. The reward is given for what
remains. For the believer, the judgment seat is not a place of dread but
of hope. It is the day when Christ will honor faithfulness—even the
forgotten deeds that no one else noticed, yet which He remembers.

The most personal promise of all is this: “And behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work”
(Revelation 22:12). Jesus Himself gives the reward. It is not handed
out by angels or messengers but by Christ, face to face with His
people. The One who purchased salvation with His own blood will
also bestow crowns upon those who are His. The crown of glory is
not merely a symbol of achievement; it is the Savior's way of saying,

“You are mine, and I delight to honor you.”

_49_



What, then, does this mean for us now as we live our lives in
space and time? It should guide how we live. Crowns remind us that
faithfulness is never unseen by God, trials are never pointless, and
service is never forgotten. Together, these promises lift the believer’s
eyes above the fleeting honors of this world. Earthly crowns tarnish,
earthly applause fades, but the crown of glory endures forever. Paul
lived this goal in mind, saying, “I press toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). His life was marked
by hardship, but he lived for the prize, not the pain. That same upward
call beckons every believer.

In the end, the crown belongs not to us but to Christ. The honor
He bestows with it is a gift. Paul testified that there was laid up for
him a crown of righteousness. Peter promised a crown of glory that
does not fade away. James and John spoke of a crown of life. Together
their voices assure us that the day is coming when the Lord will place
a crown upon the heads of His people—not because of anything they
have earned, but because of His grace. The crown of glory that awaits
us is not the result of our achievement; it is the Savior’s way of saying,

“You are mine, and I delight to honor you.”
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LIvING BeyonD TIME

Your life tells a story, and that story has been lived in two worlds.
We rise each morning into the world of clocks and calendars, of labor
and laughter, of beginnings and endings. Yet we also live in the unseen
world—the realm of spirit, truth, and eternity.

The Bible tells us that life is a test. What we choose during our
sojourn on earth shapes what we will inherit in eternity. The Israelites
learned this truth in the wilderness: “The LORD your God led you ... to
humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart” (Deuteronomy 8:2).
Their ancient story is our story today. Life lived in the wilderness of
time defines us, and our responses reveal where our loyalties lie.

At the center of our test in time is love for God. Jesus identified
the greatest commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). Every act
of faith, every word spoken, every choice to resist temptation—all are
threads in the tapestry of love for God. And every refusal to trust, every
act of rebellion, tells the opposite story just as clearly.

Yet our test need not be endured in isolation. God does not leave
us to struggle on our own. He loved us first, and He proved His love
with Christ’s sacrifice on the cross: “But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
Thus, our love is always a response to His love, never an initiative.
Salvation is not about earning God’s favor through works but about
receiving His love with gratitude for His grace.

When our days on earth end, one truth will prevail: “It is appointed
for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Physical
death will open the door to eternity, where two destinies await—life

with God in His presence, or separation from Him forever.
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For those who have trusted in Christ’s sacrifice for their
atonement, the final judgment is not to be dreaded but welcomed.
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”
(Romans 8:1). What awaits is not fear but promise—*the crown of life”
(Revelation 2:10), fellowship with God, and the joy of His presence
forevermore. There will be no more tears, sorrow will cease, and all
things will be made new in perfection (Revelation 21:4-5).

So, until that glorious day, what do we do with the days we
are given? The psalmist prayed, “So teach us to number our days, that we
may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). Wisdom means living in the
reality of space and time with our eternal destination always in view.
Every sunrise is another chance to affirm our love for God, every trial
another opportunity to show our faith is genuine and enduring, every
act of kindness a seed sown for His glory.

Living life as a test is serious, but it need not be joyless. To walk
in love is to taste eternity even now. The Spirit bears witness within
us, producing fruit that will endure forever. Hope steadies us. Love
anchors us. Faith carries us forward into the arms of God. Thus, the
final word belongs not to death, but to life everlasting.

For those who love God, the test of time will give way to the joy
of eternity. And when the books of life are opened and the Judge of
heaven and earth speaks, those who have loved and obeyed Him will
hear the words that matter most: “Well done, good and faithful servant ...
enter into the joy of your Lord” (Matthew 25:23).

I close this book with this prayer: May the God who numbers
your days teach you to live with eternity in mind. May His Spirit guide
your every step, steady your heart in tribulation, and fill your life with
the love that endures. And when your testing is complete, may you
hear His voice welcome you with joy into the everlasting kingdom
prepared for those who love Him. Until that day, let our hearts echo

the final prayer of Scripture: “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”
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TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE ... You must accept the salvation offered by God
and make that choice known to Him before your days on earth come to
an end. If you are ready, you can begin your walk with Him and enter into
the fellowship of believers right now. Simply bow your head and go to
God in prayer, speaking from your heart in words like these:

Heavenly Father, I confess that I have rebelled against Your authority and need
Your forgiveness for my sin. I believe that Jesus is Your beloved Son, that He died
for the forgiveness of my sin, and that You raised Him to life everlasting to confirm
His authority over death. Today I turn from my old ways and accept Jesus as my
Lord and Savior. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit. Help me understand Your Word
and teach me to walk in faith. Thank You for the gift of eternal life. Amen.

If you prayed with sincerity, God has adopted you as one of His children.
“For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). Now
your sins are forgiven, and you have begun the most important journey of
your life—a life lived walking with God in spirit.

As you take your first steps, here are three simple truths to guide you:

e Make the Bible your constant companion and ultimate authority.
Everything you need for living in fellowship with God is found in its
pages. As you read, prayer will flow naturally, especially prayer for
understanding. God has promised to reward those who seek Him
(Hebrews 11:6), and He never fails to keep His promises.

e Remember that following Jesus is not complicated. Success is not
measured by following checklists of rules or performing religious
rituals. It is measured by obedience to becoming the person God wants
you to be as His plan for your life unfolds through reading His Word.

® Be assured, you don’t need a religious authority to guide you or special
training in a seminary to understand God’s Word. With the many
study tools and dependable translations available today, His message
is accessible to everyone. But, you must read your Bible to hear it.

As a believer, what matters most is maintaining an ongoing two-way
conversation with God. As His child, you can pray directly to the Father
at any time, and He will answer you through His Word. You talk to God
in prayer, He talks to you through the Bible. It’s that simple.
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